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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 

May 1, 1952 

 

May 15, 1952 

May 22, 1952 

August 21, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 

August 21, 1952 

August 21, 1952 

August 21, 1952 

August 21, 1952 

August 28, 1952 

August 28, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 

December 4, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 

 

December 11, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 

September 4, 1952 

September 18, 1952 

August 28, 1952 

August 28, 1952 

September 25, 1952 



Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .                                Orville J. Stivers School 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:      1952 



Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .                                Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952 



Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .                                Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952 



Courtesy Trent Hutcheson (61) & Marilyn Gordon  Brunnhoeffer (62).  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

O. J. Stivers Letter for Glee Club, courtesy 
of Trent Hutcheson 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools: 

Marilyn Gordon, Mike Skelton, Mrs. Hunter, Paul 
Keith, Inkwell staff (1956), Stivers School, Westport 
Road, Louisville KY, courtesy Marilyn Gordon  
Brunnhoeffer  

Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, 
Archives: 



Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .        Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952/1953 



Courtesy of Connie Corey (62) .        Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952/1953 



Courtesy of Al Ring.           Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952/1953 



Courtesy of Pamela L. Flack Key (62):         Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1952/1953 



Courtesy of Maggie Huber Westland:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 

In the Spring of 1953, Mrs. Long's 6th grade class from Stiver's Elementary School was treated to a 
bus trip to Cincinnati, Ohio.   We went to the zoo to satisfy the educational requirement, and then to 
Coney Island Amusement Park to satisfy our need for fun.   The best part was the huge roller coaster 
which we fearlessly rode several times.   On one wild ride, my purse fell out of the roller car.  My 
friends and I clambered around below the superstructure.   It was like exploring underneath the bleach-
ers at a football game!   Believe it or not, we actually found my purse, and I was able to ride the roller 
coaster again. 
 
Back row left to right:  David Zibart, David Love, ????, Bill Moeler, Joe Dietrich, Ellen Rice, Mrs. Love (Dave’s Mon), 

Mrs. Zibart, another Mom, Sandra Riehl, another Mon ????, another Mom, Sue Evans, Mrs. Evans, Jane Rowland, ????, 
Jerry Lynn Seekamp, our teacher Mrs. Long, ????. 
 
Front row left to right:  Phyllis Curtis, Jeanette Caswell, Susan Meade, ????, Pam Ferguson, Billy 
Quackenbush, ????, ????, ????, Tommy Grunwald, Pattie Moore, Bert Pence, Tom Bedwell, Rich Stokes, Carol Ploetner, 
Peggy Bloom, Maggie Huber (with ribbons in hair), Susan Shawler, Norma Heick. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

February 19, 1953 

 
February 26, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

March 12, 1953 

March 19, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

March 26, 1953 



March 26, 1953 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

 
April 16, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

 
September 3, 1953 

September 10, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

 

September 17, 1953 

October 8, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

September 17, 1953 

September 17, 1953 

 
October 1, 1953 

October 8, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

October 22, 1953 

 

 

October 22, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

August 27, 1953 

October 29, 1953 

June 11, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

November 5, 1953 

November 12, 1953 



Courtesy Al Ring St. Matthews Fire Department Collection:  

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

November 19, 1953 

 

November 19, 1953 

December 17, 1953 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953 

December 24, 1953 

December 10, 1953, 



Courtesy of Al Ring:           Orville J. Stivers School 
“Typical” report card from Orville J. Stivers School” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953/1954 



Courtesy of Pamela L. Flack Key (62):         Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953/1954 



Courtesy of Bob Ring:         Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953/1954 

                    Robert “Bob” C. Ring on far right.                       Bob Ring middle, One of the girls Susie Wakefield who 
         was in Bob’s class 
 
                                                                    Robert “Bob” C. Ring in classroom. 



Courtesy of Bob Ring:         Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953/1954 

                                                                          Bob Ring upper row, far right 
 
                            ALUMNI, PLEASE HELP US IDENTIFY, SEND AL NAMES, ringal@comcast.net 



Courtesy of Bob Ring:         Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1953/1954 

                                                                          Bob Ring standing far right. 
 
                            ALUMNI, PLEASE HELP US IDENTIFY, SEND AL NAMES, ringal@comcast.net 



Courtesy Maggie Huber Westland (60):  Orville J. Stivers School 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

 

January 14, 1954 

January 28, 1954    February 4, 1954    

February 4, 1954    

February 11, 1954    

April 29, 1954    



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

May 6, 1954  

May 20, 1954    

April 1, 1954    



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

May 27, 1954 

February 11, 1954    

February 18, 1954    

March 4, 1954    
March 18, 1954 

 

May 27, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

May 27, 1954 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, August 26, 1954:  
 

St. Matthews Schools Will Be Full But Not Crowded, Says Official 
Greathouse Load Heavy; Trouble Is Predicted After Next Year 

 
County schools serving St. Matthews “will be full, but not crowded I believe,” according to John L. Ramsey, director of 
instruction for Jefferson County Schools. 
 
Greathouse, Stivers and Eastern High will get some relief from the two new schools here, Waggener Junior High on Hub-
bards Lane, which will open on time, and Chenoweth Elementary on Brownsboro Road , which won’t. 
 
(Beechwood Village children transferring from Lyndon to Stivers School will not get school bus service, he said, in line 
with the County’s policy of not providing this service to children living within a mile of the school.  Most of the children 
live within a mile of Stivers, he said, and there are sidewalks on Westport Road and part of Hubbards Lane.)  
 
Taken altogether, the picture outlined is not a bright one, however.  He predicted the County school system would be in 
trouble after next year, unless more money is forthcoming. 
 
He said the County, which has grown in population far more than expected, will have as many students next year as was 
anticipated by 1960.  St. Matthews needs more relief, he said, and another school will probably be built for this area next 
year. 
 
He said the special 20-year 50-cent tax approved by the voters in 1952 allowed the County to open one new school last 
year, 10 this year, and perhaps nine next year.  This will use up all the money, he said.  Further expansion can come only 
from raising the $1.50 general purpose school tax, he said.  This would require a vote of the people. 
 
Chenoweth School will be delayed from 10 days to two weeks in opening, he said.  Parents will be notified by newspaper 
and radio when to bring pupils for registration, he said.  He added that school officials had given up the idea of sending 
pupils to Clifton Heights until Chenoweth was ready. 
 
Mr. Ramsey also said:  Other elementary schools will register September 7 in the morning.  This will be a half day of 
school.  September 8 will be the first full day. 
 
Registration at Waggener will be held September 7 at 8:30 a.m. for the ninth grade only.  Seventh and eighth graders will 
register September 8.  The first full day of school will be September 9. 
 
Formal dedication of Waggener and open house will be held October 26.  Richard VanHoose, superintendent of County 
schools, announced this week. 
 
Eastern students will register September 7, 8, and 9.  The first day of school will be September 10. 
 
Greathouse will be worse off than the other schools.  It will have about 900 students, as compared with 946 last year.  It 
was designed for 740.  In all probability, the auditorium, library, and visual aid rooms will have to used for classrooms 
again. 
 
Stivers, built for 480, had an enrolment of 675 last year.  This is expected to drop to 650 this year.  Four extra rooms were 
built onto the school this year, so crowding will be at a minimum. 
 
Eastern High, built for 1,500, had 1,642 last year.  This year, it will have about $1,600.  Chenoweth was designed for 512.  
Enrollment is uncertain.  Waggener, designed for 850, will have about 780 this year. 
 
Stivers and Greathouse will not have seventh and eight grades this year.  These children have been shifted to Waggener and 
will register there. 
 
Also going to Waggener are seventh and eighth graders from Clifton Heights:  that part of Ballard west of Blankenbaker 
Lane, and Lyndon seventh and eight graders west of Ormsby Lane including both sides, with an imaginary line running to 
Hurstbourne. 
 
Chenoweth School will handle students from Clifton Heights, and from parts of the Stivers and Ballard districts.  About 
200 students from Stivers have been transferred to Chenoweth.  This includes roughly all those living west of St. Matthews 
Avenue. 
 
Those from Beechwood Village subdivision have been transferred out of Lyndon to Stivers School.   
 
All junior high students from St. Matthews who have been attending Eastern High will go to Waggener, which will have 
seventh, eight and ninth grades to begin with.  (Plans call for conversion in a few years of Waggener to a high school, one 
grade at a time.) 
 

The eight grade at Jeffersontown School will transfer to Eastern.  Anchorage School is continuing through the ninth grade. 
Seventh and eighth graders from Lyndon school living east of Hurstbourne Lane will go to Eastern. 
 
Waggener was named after Mayme S. Waggener, teacher and principal at Greathouse for 30 years.  Chenoweth was named 
after Dr. John Henry Chenoweth, who served St. Matthews 60 years.  He died in 1905. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
September 16, 1954 

September 30, 1954 

October 21, 1954 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 

October 21, 1954 



November 4, 1954 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

Stivers To dedicate Paper To Ex-Teachers 
 

The first issue of “The Inkwell,” the Stivers School newspaper, for this year will be ready November 4, and will be dedi-
cated to Mrs. Katherine Kirwan and Stanley Nielsen, ex-Stivers teachers who were faculty advisors for the paper last year. 
 
It will also be dedicated to the eight grade class of last year, who published the paper Carolyn Kraft, now a ninth grader at 
Waggener and correspondent for The Voice, was editor. 
 

Mr. Nielson and Mrs. Kirwan are now eighth grade teachers at Waggener. 
 

Stivers sixth graders will edit the paper this year, since the Waggener faculty advisors will have been transferred.  Mrs. Jo 
Grunwald, Mrs. Joy Hunter, and John Mohr will be the faculty advisors. 
 
The editorial staff includes Gretchen Tifiany, Sharlene Lafoon, Joe Allen Heilmueller, Warren VanHoose, Linda Reaser, 
Barbara Paletti, Jimmy Speer, Trent Hutcheson, and Jo Ann Renn.  The reporters include Beverly O’Nan, Maren Heuser, 
Rudy Miller, Bill Mackay, Fred Davis, Richard Bedwell, Dickie Jones, Nancy Speers, and Marilyn Powers. 
 
The business staff includes Walker Cunningham, manager Kathryn Mayland, Kay Lee Wilson, Dickie Wetzel, and Karalic 
Goranflo. 
 
The editor and assistant editor have not yet been chosen do to the fact that the students think they all should be given a 
chance to prove their ability.  They will be chosen by the time the net issue is ready for publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 18, 1954 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

December 16, 1954 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

December 2, 1954 



Courtesy Al Ring:      Orville J. Stivers School 
“Typical” report card from Orville J. Stivers School” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954/1955 



Courtesy of Pamela L. Flack Key (62):         Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954/1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 



Courtesy Maren J. Heuser Smith (61):  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Freda Sidebottom-My Girlfriend, 1955, Maren J. Heuser Smith 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

Courtesy, Beechwood Baptist Church, unknown date. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

January 20, 1955 

March 10, 1955 

March 17, 1955 

March 24, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

March 31, 1955 

April 7, 1955 

 

April 14, 1955 

April 21, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

April 21, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

September 1, 1955 

May 12, 1955 
 

December 8, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955/1956 

December 15, 1955 

 

February 9, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

February 9, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

 February 23, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

March 22, 1956 

 

March 22, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

March 29, 1956 

March 22, 1956 

May 3, 1956 



September 6, 1956 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

 September 13, 1956 

September 13, 1956 

 
 

It contains editorials, general school news, classroom activities, and poetry.  It is published four times during the school tern, 
and sells for 10 cents per copy.  The Masonic Home handles the printing, which is about the only phase of publication not 
handled by the students. 
 

The staff selects the news and divides assignments among the various school rooms.  With regards to classroom activities 
the whole class writes articles and the best are selected for publication. 
 

Make-up, editing, copy-reading, proof-reading, and circulation is handled by the staff under the guidance of faculty advi-
sors, Miss Virginia Charley, Mrs. Joy Hunter, and Miss Marivs Engle. 
 

Marjorie Speer is the Editor-in-Chief and Martin Wilde is assistant Editor.  The staff consists of:  Editorial: Carol McDon-
ald, Judy Smellar, Olivia Rowell, Chers Ryan, Sharon Receuver, Ted Witte, Edwin Niemann. 
 

Reporters:  Gerald Chreste, John Weeter, Danny Daubard, Pam Ishan, Dale Dolan, Jack Jones. 
Business Managers:  John Porter and skip Weaver. 
Business staff:  Barbara Derr, Cheryl Peipet, Judy Straub, and Bill Ransom.   
 

Among the highlights of the first publication of the term, which came out November 1, was the announcement of a French 
class started at the school by Mrs. Harry W. Castleman.  Mrs. Castleman, who was tutored by a French governess during her 
childhood will have two classes after regular school sessions with 20 in each class. 
 
There was also a pasture of the seven new teachers at Stivers.  Mrs. Ruth Heizer, Mrs. Juline Edmonds, Mrs. Myrna Guillen, 
Mrs. Mary Bell Galpin, Mrs. Eleanor Devine, Miss Billie Clair Pitzer, and Miss Jean Atherton. 
 

Mrs. Ruth Osborne, principal of Stivers, said that it is a “wonderful way in which the pupils can put what they learn about 
grammar and composition to work.”                 September 8, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 

Stivers Students Get Journalistic Experience, by Jerry Fitzgerald 
 

The children of Stivers School are getting some practical journalistic experience at a 
very early age.  They’re publishing their own newspaper, The Inkwell, - and it’s entire-
ly their own project. 
 

The paper, which was started four years ago by the seventh and eighth grades, is now 
started with sixth grade pupils , since the other two grades were dropped.  But all the 
grades have a hand in publishing the fine, little four-pager. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1956 

November 1, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1957 

January 17, 1957 

March 28 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1957 

August 16, 1957 

September 12, 1957 

April 11, 1957 



November 7, 1957 

December 19, 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1957 

October 31, 1957 

 

 

September 26, 1957 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

January 9, 1958 

 

January 23, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

March 20, 1958 

March 27, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

March 27, 1958 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

April 3, 1958 

April 3, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

April 24, 1958 

April 24, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

April 24, 1958 

Play program at Stivers is Assured 
 

A supervised recreation program on the Stivers 
School grounds for 10 weeks this summer was 
assured Thursday night, with the formation of a 
community committee.  Dan O’Neill, represent-
ing Catholic country Day School, was elected 
temporary chairman. 
 

The St. Matthews Optimist Club president, 
John O’Leary, presented a check for $50 from 
the club, and volunteered to install and equip 
personally a set of horse shoe pits on the Stivers 
playground. 
 

The representatives of several organizations 
present voted to give the committee a name.  It 
will be known as the Greater St. Matthews Rec-
reation Committee.  The name was suggested 
by J. I. Goldstein, also representing the Opti-
mist Club.  
 

Members of the temporary committee are:  Sam 
Bridgers, Mr. and Mrs. Gill McMurtrie, Mar-
lowe Cooke, Mr. Goldstein, and Robert Hart-
ley.  
 

Representatives reported for their groups that 
cooperation would be forthcoming in manpow-
er, fund raising, and other efforts the committee 
might have in need of. 
 

May 1, 1958 
 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

June 5, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

May 15, 1958  

 

June 5, 1958 

Stivers School gives program 
on Kentucky 

 

Mrs. Tressie Hunt’s fourth grade at O. J. 
Stivers School gave a program on Ken-
tucky.  The program told about:  the 
history, surface and change, climate, 
occupation, places of interest, famous 
explorers, famous people, important 
cities, the running at the Kentucky Der-
by, and the beginning of St. Matthews. 
 

The children taking part in the play 
were: 
 

Freddie Barry, Kathy Ogden, Stephanie 
Heinz, Ellen White, Linda Cushing, 
Susan Pedigo, Barclay Williams, Bob 
Vermillion, Roy Keeny, Judson Hays, 
George Davis, Jerry Bickle, Kenneth 
Blum, Bruce Hennies, Nicki Gardner, 
Tommy Stocking, Mary Beth Sauer, 
Dimi Doukas, Susan Gathof, Pam Fran-
zen, Jimmy Walters, Leslie White, Nan-
cy Wilhoyte, Betty Dulworth, Jeanne 
Ann Curtis, Debby Horlander, Judy 
Knight, and Rith Yerkes. 
 

Annual spelling Bee 
 

Stivers school held its sixth annual 
spelling bee Wednesday, May 7, at 9 
a.m. in the school auditorium.  Robert 
Neill, former principal at St. Mathews 
Elementary called the words, while Ar-
thur Draut, dean of men at Waggener 
High school, acted as judge.  Forty-five 
children of grades three through six par-
ticipated. 
 

Stephanie Patrick won the spelling bee, 
with Greg Walker coming in second, 
and carol Chilton third. 
 

May 15, 1958 
 
 

May 15, 1958 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 June 12, 1958 



September 11, 
1958 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

August 7, 1958 

 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

September 18, 1958 

December 4, 1958 

September 25, 1958 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

April 23, 1959 

January 8, 1959 
February 19, 1958 

March 5, 1958 

April 23, 1959 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

April 30, 1959 October 15, 1959 

October 1, 1959 

October 8, 1959 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

November 5, 1959 

November 12, 1959 

October 29, 1959 

October 29, 1959 

November 19, 1959 



St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

December 24, 1959 

December 24, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1960 

Jan-
uary 

March 17, 1960 

April 7, 1960 

October 12, 1960 

October 20, 1960 October 20, 1960 

December 15, 1960 

January 21, 1960 

September 22, 1960 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 

February 23, 1961 

March 9, 1961 

April 13, 1961 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 

May 4, 1961 

May 18, 1961 

June 1, 1961 

May 25, 1961 

June 8, 1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

News Camera at school carnival—Stivers school children indulged in fun and frolic at their fall 
festival last Friday night, which included the “House of Horrors.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

Stivers’ PTA officers announced 
 

O. J. Stivers’ P.T.A. officers elected for the 1961-61 school year are:  Mrs. Alan H. Anthony, president; Mrs. James B. Hill, 
first vice-president; Mrs. Leonard Leight, second vice-president; Mrs. Howard B. Haughman, recording secretary; Mrs. 
James Hume, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Paul e. Disney, treasurer. 
 
P.T.A. meeting will be held the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the school.  The first meeting, September 26, 
will be an open house giving parents an opportunity to meet their children's teachers.  Program plans for the year range from 
panel, discussions to concerts.  Parents new to Stivers are especially invited to attend these P.T.A. meetings. 
 

September 14, 1961 
 
 

Stivers PTA to meet on Civil Defense 
 

O. J. Stivers, P.T.A. will hold it’s second meeting of the year on Tuesday evening, October 24, at 7:30 .  The program will 
include a panel-discussion on Civil defense— “Personal Preparedness In The Nuclear Age.” 
 
Members of the panel will be Jack Pittenger, assistant principal of Durrett High school, Mrs. Vaughn, of the Civil Defense 
Office, and Mrs. Gladys Wheeler from the Board of Education.  A question-answer period will follow this discussion. 
 

Also scheduled is the first of a series of “Book Sales.”  Newly purchased library books will be on display.  Parents may buy 
a book for their child and take it home.  The child will return it to the school library where his name will be written on a spe-
cially designed book plate inside the front cover.  The book will then be put on the library shelves for other boys and girls to 
enjoy. 
 

October 19, 1961 
 
 

Stivers PTA committees announced 
 

The O. J. Stivers P.T.A. committee chairmen were introduced at the September 26, meeting.  They are: 
 

Mrs. John Guthrie, parliamentarian, Mrs. Charles C. King, historian, Mrs. Jack I. Mahurin, ways and means, Rev. R. W. Van 
Nostrand, character and spiritual, Mrs. C. E. Wardie, community ???????, Mrs. Kenneth Harris, ??????, Mrs. J. E. Halferty, 
health, Mrs. Norman Crabtree, hospitality, Mrs. Adolph Schmitt, Jr., and Mrs. Donald Wyatt, library. 
 

Mrs. A. Victor Stutz, music, Mrs. Arthur White, parent education, Mrs. Hebert L. Hadley, publishing and yearbook, Mrs. 
William D. Wiggen, art, Mrs. William Micon, recreation, Mrs. Leonard Burkeen, audio & visual, Mrs. Robert Hackney, 
room representative, Mrs. Edwin A. Rosenberg and Mrs. William E. Krueger, civil defense, Mrs. Charles Fritzachner, safe-
ty, Mrs. Herman M. Keeler, pre-school, and Mrs. Allen M. Sakler, legislation. 
 

Members of the Board entertained the new members of Stivers School at a coffee September 27.  School enrolment has risen 
from 552 to 611. 
 
Room monitors have been appointed and have just completed an intensive get acquainted program.  Every mother in the 
school has been invited to attend informative coffees, one for each of the homerooms.  The mothers and fathers are now bus-
ying themselves in preparations for Stivers “All New—Old Fashioned Country Fair,” scheduled for Friday, November 10 
from 4 until 10 p.m. 
 

P.T.A. sponsored after school activities for the children during the year are in full swing and include the Garden Club for 
grades ?? To 6, the Gra-Y program for boys 9-12, and athletics directed by Mrs. Virginia Charley for fifth and sixth grades.  
The following activities have openings for all age groups, drama taught by Mrs. Ann Akers, art by Mrs. William D. Wiz, 
gen? and tap and ballet by Miss Bobbie Freeman. There will be both the Fall and Spring ????? week programs each for these 
classes.  Starred activities are those included in the Jefferson County Recreation program. 
 

October 19, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1961 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1962 

January 18, 1962 

February 22, 1962 

March 29, 1962 

April 19, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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May 10, 1962 May 3, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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May 31, 1962 

June 28, 1962 

October 18, 1962 

October 18, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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January 10, 1963 

March 21, 1963 

 

 

May 2, 1963 

October 18, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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June 20, 1963 

May 9, 1963 

 
June 13, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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October 3, 1963 

October 17, 1963 

 August 8, 1963 

September 19,  1963 

September 17, 1964 

September 24, 1964 



Courtesy Your Jefferson County Schools:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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March 4, 1965 

September 24, 1964 

 

August 11, 1966 

 

 

Ju

June 15, 1967 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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November 23, 1967 

November 2, 1967 

September 14, 1967 

 
January 18, 1968 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

Article from Louisville Times, 10/8/1968:                        Former School Head Orville Stivers Dies 
 

Orville J. Stivers, who was superintendent of Jefferson County schools for 40 years before retiring in 1950, did at 12:35 
a.m. today at Kentucky Baptist Hospital.  He was 86. 
 
Stivers, who lived at 2204 Richland Drive, apparently held the record for service as superintendent of schools in Ken-
tucky. 
 

That he found the schools so satisfying a career was not unusual.  The son of the county superintendent and a teacher, Sti-
vers was reared in a school atmosphere. 
 
In 1959, when he returned to Nichols School in Ferguson's Grove, 10 miles west of Shepherdsville, Stivers looked over 
the reunion crowd and commented, “I taught most of these folks and it’s a real homecoming for me.”  “And you know 
something,” he added, “Those kids learned quite a bit, too, in spite of their teacher.” 
 

The reunion was the ninth annual gathering of the former pupils at Nichols and Highland schools.  The yearly event was 
arranged by Stivers, who taught at the two schools form 1904 to 1909. 
 
When Stivers first took office as superintendent in January 1910, he had been elected by the people.  Twice after that he 
was re-elected to the post.  In 1921, the office became appointive by the County Board of Education on a four-year-term 
basis.  Stivers was reappointed seven times.  His 40-year career as school superintendent was the subject of a master’s 
degree theses, written by Mrs. Ora Ashley Carrell, a teacher at Prestonia School, in 1951. 
 

Mrs. Carrell listed as Stivers’ major accomplishments: 
   Consolidation of small schools into larger units. 
   Development of a school-bus ststem. 
   Establishment of county high schools. 
   Increases in teachers’ salaries from $40.00 a month for a five or six month term to an average of $3,000 for nine months. 
  
He is also credited with puling the Kentucky Education Association out of the red when he was president in 1919. 
 
Other innovations during Stivers’ years as superintendent were the creation of a staff of supervisors and health, lunchroom 
and music programs. 
 

Admittedly Sentimental:  Stivers was a man given to reminiscing and never minded admitting sentimentality. 
 

When the Orville J. Stivers Elementary School, 4238 Westport Road was opened in 1952, he commented that the school 
would always have a sentimental value to him that could no be measured in dollars and cents. 
 
Despite his achievements in education, Stivers never affected an air of importance.  He was proud of his rural background, 
evidenced by a story about himself that he liked.   
 
In 1928, The Courier-Journal & Times brought Santa Claus, complete with eight reindeer and an Eskimo driver, to Ken-
tuckiana. 
 

When the animals were being moved to their quarters in central Park, some of them became balky.  Stivers, who was on 
hand observing, darted over and said, “Let me show you how to handle balky animals.”  He coaxed them all off the truck 
easily. 
 

When he retired from the county schools, at 67, Stivers told the board he felt he should “make way for a younger person 
as my successor.  He was succeeded by Richard VanHoose, the current superintendent, who then was 39. 
 
After retirement, Stivers continued to serve for a year as adviser to the board of educa-
tion. 
 

The educator was a graduate of Jefferson School of Law and attended the University of 
Kentucky and western State Teachers College.   
 

He was an elder and past treasurer of the Newburg Christian Church.  He taught the adult 
Bible class of the church for over 50 years and was a lay minister for 20 years.  He was a 
member of Buechel Masonic Lodge 896. 
 
Stivers is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Hugh B. Standiford.  Funeral services will b a 1 
p.m. Thursday at McAfee Funeral Home, 3928 Bardstown Road, with burial in Resthaven 
Cemetery.  The body will be at the funeral home after 6.m. toady.   
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Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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October 3, 1968 

March 7, 1968 

May 9, 1968 

 
January 25, 1968 

 

May 2, 1968 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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September 11, 1969 

October 10, 1968 

August 21, 1969 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

Article from Louisville Times, 6/9/1972:                        Stivers’ principal says goodbye 
 
“School’s out! No more school!” The usual cries of summertime freedom rang out at Orville J. Stivers Elementary School 
as hundreds of children streamed out the doorways—just like any other “last day.” 
 
But the mood at the one-story school building on Westport Road was far from jubilant for Mrs. Ruth Osborne Penne-
baker, Stivers’ principal. Unlike her students who’ll straggle back next fall for another year of books and blackboards and 
homework, Mrs. Pennebaker’s school days are over for good. She retired Wednesday. 
 
Despite the obvious pain of parting from a much-loved career, Mrs. Pennebaker kept smiling—with only a few wet-eyed 
exceptions—throughout those last hectic hours. 
 
“I always save the last day for the kids,” she remarked, from behind the desk that’s been “home” for 20 years, since Sti-
vers opened in 1952. Her agenda for the day covered, among a myriad other last-day duties, awarding honors to the boys 
and girls who racked up perfect attendance records this year and giving out ribbons for winners in the field day exercises. 
 
To the casual observer, Mrs. Pennebaker strolled into the auditorium the first thing Wednesday morning calm and relaxed, 
a model of composure. But a few tell-tale signs warned her  staff that she was perhaps a little jittery. 
 
Her glasses, settled comfortably on her nose at first, came on and off more often as the day progressed. Stopping to chat 
with a teacher or an excited little girl with an autograph - book, Mrs. Pennebaker donned her glasses, then took them off, 
then shifted them from hand to hand. 
 
“If they don’t break my heart before they go, I’ll be surprised,” she confided in a brisk walk through the poster-covered 
walls of Stivers.  
 
In the auditorium, the principal sat in on the third-grade physical education class, where a group of boys and girls were 
dancing over bamboo sticks that their classmates were clapping together on the floor. 
 
“This is tinikling (pronounced TIN-ik-ling). It’s great for the children’s coordination,” she said. “Children’s bodies are 
like automobiles. It’s like greasing a car to make it run better.” 
 
Walking back to her office, Mrs. Pennebaker reminisced about her 41 years in the county school system—the changes and 
the things that remained the same. 
 
“Children are about the same as ever. Maybe a little more sophisticated because of television.” 
 
She shook her head and laughed, “We blame all the bad things on TV.” 
 
Besides her 20 years at Stivers and 21 years at Greathouse Elementary before that, Mrs. Pennebaker also taught two years 
in the city system and worked as supervisor of art and music in Vincennes, Indiana. 
 
“It’s the teachers who changed. They’re better prepared now. Years ago if a child had a learning difficulty, he stayed 
home. Now they all come to school because our teachers have more experience helping the children with their problems.” 
 
Behind her desk again, Mrs. Pennebaker attempted to get organized for the honors assembly—but organization soon be-
came a futile gesture. A steady flow of admirers, problem cases and teachers with reports to be signed appeared at her 
desk. 
 
It was time to go to the auditorium, the show was on and Mrs. Pennebaker, flanked by a few students, made her way to the 
assembly. 
 
The assembly was doubtlessly like hundreds of others Mrs. Pennebaker had attended over the years, but she carried on as 
though it were her first, rather than her last. 
 
Absorbed in the perfect-attendance awards (“This is something your principal could never do. I always had to miss a cou-
ple of days,” she conceded to her captive audience), Mrs. Pennebaker didn’t notice the buzzing and nodding heads of her 
teachers. They had a surprise in store. 
 
Immediately after the assembly, the principal was escorted to the garden, a strip of grassy lawn and bushes behind the 
building, which has been her pet project for years. As she stood in the middle of a huge circle of students and staff, a sixth
-grade boy delivered a short goodbye and handed her a check to be used to buy a tree for her yard at home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1972 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

Article from Louisville Times, 6/9/1972:                        Stivers’ principal says goodbye 
 
A rousing chorus of “For she’s a jolly good fellow” rescued her from the tears that were on the way. 
 
Later she chided herself for losing control—”I was doing so beautifully before.” 
 
Following the “tree ceremony,” Mrs. Pennebaker pulled herself together and took a coffee break in the cafeteria, a luxury 
she rarely indulges in on ordinary days. Just this once, she mused, since it IS the last day. 
 
Realizing that this moment of relaxation would be short-lived, she took advantage of an opportunity to talk about the fu-
ture—a future that until now had always included thoughts about the up-coming school year. 
 
“I might keep on teaching at the teachers’ workshops the county has every year before school starts, but that’ll be it.” 
 
Mrs. Pennebaker and her husband, Byron, plan to travel once the hoopla has ended. Probably through the New England 
states, she said. In fact, since their marriage in January, the Pennebakers have spent almost every weekend on the road, 
seeing the sights of Kentucky. 
 
Next year Stivers will have a man in the principal’s office—Daniel Detwiler, a sixth-grade teacher at Wilder Elementary 
School. 
 
“I think it’ll be good for the school to have a male principal,” Mrs. 
Pennebaker explained, since there are no men on the faculty now. 
 
The remainder of her last day was filled with last-chance visits to 
classrooms to see magic acts, skits and just to say goodbye. As she 
ambled down the hall-ways, peeking in doorways and waving, chil-
dren’s voices sang hello’s from every direction. 
 
“I don’t know what to expect next,” she said. 
 
Among things she didn’t expect, but received plenty of, were per-
sonal gifts from the children. Doughnuts, cupcakes, boxes of candy 
and an icee decorated her desk before the day ended. Students kept 
her busy signing autograph books, class pictures and even napkins. 
 
As the large round clock in the office ticked closer to 2:30, she be-
gan fiddling with the intercom behind her desk. It’s a new machine 
and more complicated and awkward to use than the one it replaced. 
 
“Hello ... may I have your attention?” Standing toward. the open 
window, looking out at the grounds that still resembled a construc-
tion site when she first took command of Stivers School, Mrs. 
Pennebaker said farewell to her friends. 
 
“…. and so now goodbye and we’ll see each other sometime again.” 
 
A few minutes later, seated at her desk, Mrs. Pennebaker heard the 
dismissal bell ring for the final time. 
 
“School’s out... .” 
 
 
 
 
Embracing a student, Mrs. Ruth Pennebaker says goodbye at the end 
of her last day as principal of Stivers Elementary School.  Mrs. 
Pennebaker retired this year after teaching for over 40 years. 
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Courtesy Anne Forrester Balcom: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Calvert's Second Grade class - Stivers Elementary 1973-1974 
In this photo:Holly Hatfield, Debbie Chreste Landers, Chris Mosher, Anne Forrester Balcom, Stephen M. Oliver.  
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Courtesy Elisa Poe-Freeman,:                       Ms. Spurr's 5th Grade Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Wygal's 6th Grade Class, In this photo: Holly Hatfield, Kelly Netherton Fautz, Elisa Poe- Freeman, unknown year 
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http://www.facebook.com/s.php?k=100000080&id=1382203272
http://www.facebook.com/s.php?k=100000080&id=791508265
http://www.facebook.com/s.php?k=100000080&id=1407169840


Courtesy Anne Forrester Balcom: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Imhoff's 5th grade class - Stivers Elementary 1976-1977 FEEL FREE TO TAG YOURSELF IN THIS PIC-
TURE.         This picture was taken just before I broke my leg and missed the remainder of my 5th grade year. 
 
Front Row: Mrs. Imhoff, Anne Forrester (me), Pam Sigismonti, Erin Roppel, Claire Flarsheim, Cheryl Amos, 
Tracey Potts, Kelley Ford, Mr. Detweiler Middle Row: Paul Addington, Billy Major, Brian Allen, Karen Pruitt, 
Lance Livesay, John Archangel, Chris Moser 
 
Back Row: Hollie Hatfield, Andre (can't remember his last name), Julie Sherer, Larry Kaelin, Minnie Offett, Ka-
ren (can't remember her last name either), Ricky Skinner                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1976/1977 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:  Orville J. Stivers School 
 

0. J. STIVERS ELEMENTARY 
 

1952 — 1980 
 
The O. J. Stivers School was built in 1952 to relieve overcrowded conditions at the Greathouse and 
Lyndon elementary schools and Eastern High School. In the face of a tax defeat in May 1952, the Jef-
ferson County Board of Education built the best school possible under financial difficulties. 
 
The estimated cost of the building was less than $400,000.00 or $783.00 per pupil for a 480-pupil 
building, including equipment. It is a one—floor structure, partly prefabricated, with wood frame, 
concrete floors, and walls of a painted, patented insulated board. The original building consisted of 
sixteen classrooms, an art room, music room, library and visual aid suite, all purpose room, lunch-
room, kitchen, two rest rooms and four individual first—grade rooms. 
 
The expected enrollment was 330, but school opened in September with 500 students. Enrollment in-
creased the following year, necessitating the building of an addition of four classrooms and two rest 
rooms. A teachers’ lounge was added at this time. 
 
Stivers served grades 1—7 in 1952 and added the 8th grade for the 1953 school year. With the com-
pletion of Waggener High School in 1954, the 7th and 8th grades were eliminated and it has served 
grades one through six up to the present. 
 
The enrollment at Stivers steadily increased and by 1964 had reached 670 pupils. The boundaries of 
Stivers district at this time consisted of an area of about two and one—half square miles and was lo-
cated approximately between St. Matthews Avenue, Brownsboro Road, Watterson Expressway, and 
Shelbyville Road, excluding the city of Richlawn west of Hubbards Lane. The school served approxi-
mately 466 families. 
 
The Parent—Teachers Association was started in 1952 and has been extremely active over the years. 
The P.T.A. founded the present library which now houses over 10,000 books. The monthly news let-
ter of the P.T.A. is THE POST. 
 
Their have been only two principals of 0. J. Stivers, Ruth Osborne, and Mr. Dan Detwiler, who re-
placed Miss Osborne after her retirement in 1972. 
 
The students of Stivers published a newspaper four times a year. This publication was The Inkwell 
started in 1953 and continued until 1975. It then became part of a cluster publication through 1976. 
 
By 1970 it was apparent that the enrollment was declining. Possible factors involved were the loca-
tion of Stivers in what now was considered a very stable neighborhood, the opening of Kammerer 
Middle School, a declining birth rate, and the return of L. D. students to their neighborhood schools. 
All these events occurred from 1970 — 1974. In 1975 ,Jefferson County School were to desegregate 
by Court ordered busing. The busing factor caused many families to move out of the district or enroll 
their children in private schools. 
 
Stivers enrollment had dropped continuously and in February 1980 the Board of Education an-
nounced Stivers would close at the end of the school year. New boundary lines have been drawn and 
Stivers students will be redistributed between Chenoweth and Dunn elementary school.  
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Courtesy Helen Bisha DePrima (62):   Orville J. Stivers School 
 
Front Row:  Left to right—?????, Jan Fletcher, ?????:  Next row: Jimmy Hannah, ????,  Next row:  
John Schiebel, Ranny Patterson , ???? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girls, 5th grade Stivers:  Front row, left to right— Judy Ogden, ????, Lawrie Lewis, Next row, Linda 
Boynton, Marilyn Gordon,???, Sarah Nutting, Dena?????  Back row, Jane Kiefer, ????? 
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Courtesy Al Rings:  Orville J. Stivers School 
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Comments from Alumni of Stivers:   Orville J. Stivers School 
 
Dick, We didn't attend Stivers until 4th grade.  I remember being in Mrs. Salyer's 2nd grade class and then Mrs. Card's 3rd 
grade class.  At Stivers Mrs. Stumbo was my 4th grade teacher and Mrs. Grundwald was in 5th grade; 6th grade was Mrs. 
Hunter.  However, I can't remember what I did last week!!!!                               Audie 

Dick  I remember starting Stivers in the 4th grade with Mrs. Stumbo as teacher, 5th grade Mrs. Bohannon and in the 6th it 
was Mrs. Grunwald who  taught a split class of fifth and sixth grade. She retired that year.  I remember Mrs. Ritchie hav-
ing spent at least one summer in  the summer band and orchestra. And would you believe I still have my Stivers Glee 
Club letter! How about those "soccer games" in the Stivers parking lot before school started and those "spring festivals" 
where we had to dress in costumes and perform those embarrassing dances! Don't remember much about lunch except 
being applauded for dropping my tray a few times. Anybody else remember Stivers?                     Trent  
 
I remember when Stivers nearly blew down! Anyone recall that? Bert. 
 
 
 
Undated, received February 24, 2012, courtesy Sherry Hyde of St. Matthews, drawing by Dottie Schleuning. 
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